
 

The Power of Prayer 

By Pastor Tom 

It was midnight on a cool spring night many years ago when I arrived at the Princeton Plasma Physics Lab for 

my "unofficial" tour. Friends who worked as firefighters at PPPL had invited me to come see the lab during 

their night shift, when everyone else was gone. I got to see some amazing, cutting edge scientific equipment. 

The Tokamak reactor, one of only three in our country, was the most amazing sight. This giant, donut shaped 

reactor was huge and surrounded by enough pipes, wires and 

electronics to satisfy a high budget sci-fi movie. The Tokamak was 

built in a room lined with automobile sized blocks of dense concrete 

mixed with lead. The holy grail of this lab's research was, and still is, 

fusion power. 

Fusion power is one of science's unrealized dreams. The goal with 

fusion power is to create a process that forces the atoms of a common 

substance to fuse. This fusion in turn creates a reaction that releases an 

almost unimaginable amount of energy. What makes this so attractive 

is that when, not if but when scientists succeed in creating a fusion 

energy source, that source will take energy and something as common 

as seawater and produce more energy than was used to create the 

reaction. I don't know the actual numbers but imagine if you could take a cup of seawater and $100 worth of 

electricity and generate $10,000 worth of electricity, or $100,000 worth of electricity? Wow. I'd want a piece of 

that action! 

Prayer is way more powerful and effective than fusion power! Fusion power is still one of science's as yet 

unrealized dreams. Prayer is real and it is something that every one of us can do today. 

Many of us have trouble taking prayer seriously because we don't understand prayer. What is worse, we don't 

understand the spiritual realm and realities around us and so we don't know how to engage in spiritual activities 

like prayer. We are accustomed to being able to see, touch, and hear the people with whom we talk. Talking 

with an invisible, untouchable God doesn't feel "real". 

Often we don't know for sure what we ought to say when we pray. Is it OK to ask for things for others? for the 

world? for my kids? for my city? for my church? for me? Do I have to use "thee" and "thou"? Do I have to 

sound spiritual, humble, knowledgeable, mature, happy, faithful? Do I have to pray out loud or can I pray 

silently? Can I pray alone? Is it OK to pray with others? 

Sometimes our experiences with prayer may even make us reluctant to want to pray. I remember the first time I 

had a group of Pentecostal Christians pray for me. I was a teenager and a brand new Christian. Pretty much 
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everything about being a Christian was new to me 

but this . . . Those folks crowded around me (way 

too close) and put their hands on me and started 

praying out loud (that was new and kind of weird) 

and what's worse, they started praying out loud in 

what sounded like gibberish. None of that would 

bother me today but back then it freaked me out. 

Maybe you have had your own negative 

experience with prayer.  

In the end, many of us in the Church don't know 

enough about the power of prayer. We don't 

always know how to pray or what to pray. We are 

often uncomfortable with group prayer because we 

don't know what to do or perhaps we've had a bad 

experience with prayer groups. For these, and 

perhaps many other reasons, we're not much into 

prayer as a people. But we should be, because 

prayer is where the power is! 

Fusion power will probably be important to our 

children and grandchildren, thirty or forty years 

from now. Prayer is an immeasurably great source 

of literally unlimited power available to us now. 

Let's grow our Church Family this year by 

becoming a "house of prayer" and letôs keep on 

learning how each of us can contribute to healing 

and blessing our world through prayer. 

Blessings,  

 
Pastor Tom Willcox 

_____________________________ 

NEWS FROM PRESBYTERY 
 
The December 3, 2011 meeting of John Calvin 

Presbytery was an awesome event and I praise God 
for the Spirit filled worship and time of meeting 
together and building relationships. I want to thank 
everyone who participated in any way to help make 
this meeting such a success. As promised, I compiled 
the answers to the conversation questions and here 
are the results. The following ideas were common 
threads in the small groupsΦ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ мΣ άIow does 
being connectional help you be the person and church 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜΚέ aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ 
that it meant we were stronger together (like all those 

churches who helped out with Joplin tornado relief), 
we can do more if we join together than we can if we 
seek to do everything on our own, we can do things 
better with more people, and enthusiasm is generated 
and passed along to others when we work together as 
a presbytery. Also, being connectional meant 
Presbytery was willing to stand with congregations 
when they were going through difficult times even 
when the whole congregation was not aware of their 
presence. 

vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ нΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ 
ŜȄŎƛǘŜǎ ȅƻǳΚέ 5ƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
you might be doing in ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚέ was 
answered in a variety of ways. One good thing was 
that a balanced budget excited people and that they 
could use this as a good example for their own church. 
Another response was that the narrative budget was 
very informative and helped people better understand 
the budget of the Presbytery. There was also 
excitement generated about the use of technology, 
possible campus ministries, youth ministries and 
working together as churches so we could have more 
resources at our disposal. 

Questiƻƴ оΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻǊ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ 
creative ministry do you have for your church that 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ DǊŀƴǘΚέ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
question provided some good input on how much 
people are still trying to understand just what this is 
and how it will be used. This gives me the opportunity 
to tell you that we are in the process of gathering a 
group of people who will define the parameters of the 
grant ς what it can be used for, the amounts of the 
grants and how to do things like follow up and 
support. Those should be in place hopefully sometime 
early in 2012. We are hoping that this grant program 
will help churches think outside the box and try things 
that they have never done in the past, things that 
excite them and perhaps even help them be 
connected with other churches in order to make their 
dreams become a reality. Some ideas generated were 
hot meals for local police officers and firefighters, a 
once a week hot meal for the homeless, and new and 
different fund raisers. 

I do believe these questions generated some 
good ideas and helped us all better understand where 
we are going as a presbytery. As we begin a new year 
together, I pray that each and every one of us will be 
involved in some way in the ministry and mission of 
John Calvin Presbytery and we may all work together 
for the glory of our God. 
 
Susan Rosenbaum 



Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation 
Sunday, January 15, 2012 

Following the Benediction of 10:30 a.m. worship 

 As specified in the by-laws of First Presbyterian 

Church of Branson, there shall be an annual meeting of 

the congregation in the church edifice on the third 

Sunday of January for the transaction of any business 

properly coming before such meeting.  All active 

members of the congregation of First Presbyterian 

Church of Branson are entitled to vote.   

 

 

Mark your new calendars now and 
save the dates ð 

VBS 
Monday ð Friday 

June 18-22, 2012 
 

Kids ð Weõre going to fly as high as 
the 

 
Youth and Adults (of all generations) ð 

Many of you have helped in multitudes of 
different ways in past years,  

and we surely hope for your assistance 
again!   

What a great bunch of workers you are! 

 
 

ANNOUNCING: SHERRY 
I9w{/I9b5Ω{ мо-5!¸ άw9¦bLhb 

¢h¦wέ hC L{w!9[ 
MAY 29 ς JUNE 10, 2012 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
story better?  This is your opportuƴƛǘȅΦ  {ƘŜǊǊȅΩǎ 
άwŜǳƴƛƻƴ ¢ƻǳǊέ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ 
fourth time visitors to get a more intimate view of 
Israel.   

{ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ мо Řŀȅǎ ƻƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
exciting pilgrimage, enables us to cater to the 
traveler who has time to experience more of the 
region.  In addition to in-depth touring, you will 
have the opportunity to meet with Israelis and go 
off the beaten track, to places rarely seen.  You 
can explore many new discoveries recently 
opened, such as the complete tunnel excavation 
leading from the City of David all the way up to 
the Temple Mount.   

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
all our favorite places such as the Garden Tomb, 
the Sea of Galilee and the Western Wall.   

You will never forget the myriad of colors, 
traditions and rich culture of the Holy Land.  Our 
special music, dramatic and gifted teaching 
ministries will hopefully add more to your 
memories.  It is always our desire to make this 
trip an experience that you will cherish for the 
rest of your life. 

Contact sherryherschend@msn.com or 
Meredith Mizell (#331-1829) mermiz@aol.com 
for more information. 
 

Exciting news flash! Pastor Tom Willcox is 
planning on going with us!  WƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
you plan on going, too? 

 

mailto:sherryherschend@msn.com
mailto:mermiz@aol.com
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SPOTLIGHT ON  

LITTLE DISCIPLES   

ACTIVITIES  

 
Happy New Year! We are looking forward 

to 2012 and what God has in store for our 

Little Disciples. December was full of fun 

activities.  

 

During our GOY program on Wednesday 

evenings, the children paint ed in designs on 

drawstring bags and filled the bags with 

gifts of fun activities and crocheted 

scarves, sewn by Cyndy Osburn, for the 

children. The bags were then delivered to 

children down at Little Ones Ministries in 

Jerez, Mexico by Robert Sindorf and a 

group from College of the Ozarks while on 

a mission trip down to LOM. He said the 

children were thrilled to receive them and 

especially excited because they had their 

own names embroidered on them. Special 

thanks to Saundra Rodges of Works of Art 

Embroid ery for stitching their names. The 

children will be working on another service 

project for Little Ones, with information 

forthcoming. Building a relationship with 

the children in Mexico will make 

connections for the future when your kids 

are in the youth g roup and possibly have 

the opportunity to take a mission trip to 

Mexico. Wouldnõt it be neat if your children 

could meet the children of Jerez someday?  

 

On December 11th  all were invited to Silver 

Dollar City for a Sinc -Binc Activity. 

Nothing says Christma s quite like SDC. 

Thanks to Grandpa Jack and Sherry for 

the outing. The pie and hot cocoa were 

delicious and all enjoyed watching the 

performance of òScrooge.ó The Choristers 

and Bell Ringers were part of the 

Christmas Program. What a wonderful 

Advent Sund ay it was. The children were all 

dressed in their Christmas best. On 

December 14 th  they brought joy to 

residents of Point Lookout Nursing Home 

by singing & playing bells of Christmas 

tunes.  Some of the residents even joined 

in on the singing!  

 

Now for som e other exciting news for our 

4th  ð 6th  graders: Mark your calendars for 

February 24 & 25 th . You will have the 

opportunity to join hundreds of other 

preteens at a Christ in Youth event in 

Tulsa! Details on this exciting adventure 

will be available soon. In  the meantime you 

and your child can check this event out @ 

www.ciy.com if you want to get the scoop.  

 

Coming in February will be another Sinc -

Binc activity, which will be announced at a 

later date. We are looking forward t o our 

spring performance in May and Vacation 

Bible School in June. There will be other 

activities sprinkled in.  If you have any 

activity ideas please let us know.  

 

 Many Blessings for the New Year from 

your Little Disciples Team  

 

(SinC & BinC = Sisters in Christ & 
Brothers in Christ.  These events 
are planned to encourage multi-
generational fellowship and 
build relationships.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ciy.com/


 

We could use your 
help taking down 
the Christmas 
decorations on 
Wednesday, 
January 4th after 

dinner.  It will be quick work, as we just 
need to take them down.   Americanna 
and Jennifer will be putting them away.  
We need some folks that can climb on 
ladders!!! 
 

 

 

Chancel Choir will resume 

rehearsals on Wed. Jan. 4
th

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Westminster Ringers & John 
Calvin Ringers will not resume 
rehearsals until Jan 11th due to 
taking down the greens.  See 
you then!  New music for 
festival! 
 

 

 

Choristers  will begin 

rehearsing their new 

musical on Wed. Jan. 4 th  at 

4:15 p.m.  We will be doing 

our regular after school 

pick-up.  Call the church if 

you would like to ha ve your 

child added to  those we 

picked up in the fall.  

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER! 
Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay 
alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers 
everywhere. Ephesians 6:18 NLT 
Please join us in prayer for members of our church, frequent visitors, 

Pastor Nominating Committee, sons and 
daughters in the military, ministries and 
missions the church supports.  Included each 
week in our bulletin are families or ministries 
for you to lift up in prayer.  The names are 
picked randomly and will rotate weekly 
throughout the year until we have prayed for 
our entire church family.  Thank you for 
joining us in this endeavor as we continue to 

encourage one another in our daily walk with Christ. 

Please pray for: 
January 1st ɀ 7th

 

Mission Focus: Options Pregnancy Center 

John & Carol Long 
Walter Erselius 
Americanna & Tom Magness 
Jade Sullivan 
John & Lois Wolfe 
Ed and Geneva Wegener 
January 8th ɀ 14th 
Mission Focus: Options Pregnancy Center 
Dora Meikle 
Greg & Meg Pyron 
Tyler Stricklin 
Rev. Gene & Barbara Byron 
Sharon Walker 
Michael & Leah Horn, Morgan, Jamison, Halle 
January 15th ɀ 21st  
Mission Focus: Options Pregnancy Center 
Gary & Vicci Spicer 
Brandon & Julie Wilson, Haydon and Will 
Patricia Jensen 
John and Jeannie Brandt 
Lyle Jesse 
Rev. Raylene & Tom Willcox 
January 22nd -28th 
Mission Focus: Options Pregnancy Center 
Matt & Lisa Rolf, Collin, Adrienne, Benjamin 
Esther Summers 
Pauline Barton 
Hetty Lisby 
Al & Anita Dixon 
Maureen Pardue 
Jan. 29th ɀ Feb. 4th 
Mission Focus: Loaves & Fishes 
Mac & Anne McGregor, Briggs and Jonathan 
Ron & Marcia VanderLaan, Cassie, Tyler, Rachel 
Shirley Henry 
Jeff & Glenda Justus 
Marvin Lugas 
Doug & Tish Baker, Julia, Cassidy 
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LITTLE DISCIPLES CORNER 

FOR THE PARENTS  

JANUAR Y 2012  

 

 

 
A new year. A fresh look at our role of Christian  
parenting. Evaluation is always healthy and often  
points out where we need to improve or make 
new priorities with our time. As has been often 
said the years we have with our children are short  
compared to their lifetime. The foundational  
teaching of who God is, why Jesus was born. how  
he came to be our Savior and what will happen  
when we die sound like "lofty" thoughts for the  
younger child but this is how our faith begins  
 
to take shape. If we expect our children to leave  
home with their belief in Christ intact, then we  
must be involved with them from the earliest 
days to their departure.  
 
They need to see Christ living in us. May God  
help us to have conversation coming out of our  
mouths that are directed toward Jesus. May our  
words show that we love to speak about Him and  
honor him. May we take opportunities in the daily  
events to talk about Him.  
 
We can succeed in many ways as parents, but  
if we fail at this point, we ultimately fail in all.  
Children need to see us living the life we are  
encouraging them to live. Otherwise, we are only  
blind guides who don't practice what we preach.  
(Matt.23:3)  
 
Your example of making Sunday School and  
Church a priority speaks a thousand words. There  
is a need for help in teaching in each of our three  
Sunday School classes. Please consider helping  
sub or team teach ... you will be richly blessed as  
you observe the wonderful expansion of these  
fresh and eager minds. Do not under estimate 
their capacity for learning at their young age!  
 
We need to model for our children a continual  

coming to Christ. When hard times come, our 
children will see us go to Him for "grace to help in 
time of need" (Heb 4:16). When good times 
return, they wiil see us go to Him with 
thanksgiving for His mercies. Day by day, our 
children will see us walking by faith (2Cor.5:7), 
depending on Christ for all things. (Psalm 23).  
 
If you would like to "come alongside" the Little  
Disciples Team" to teach or assist, you may 
contact:  
 
Frieda Sindorf; Gail Brookhart; Diane Barber;  
Jackie Lee; Bob Abbott; Kari Houston; or Lisa Rolf.  
(Phone numbers in the church directory.)  
  
 

 
 
 

 

Wednesday Night Menu 
(Dinner is served from 5:30 ς 6:15 p.m.) 

 
Jan.   4 24-Hour Fruit Salad/Beef Stew with Rice/  

Crackers/Snowflake Cake (Birthdays) 
  
 Jan. 11 Ham and Bean Soup/Cole Slaw/Corn Bread/ 

Brownies 
  
Jan. 18 Spaghetti and Meat Sauce/Tossed Green 

Salad/French Bread/Dessert 
  
Jan. 25 Poppy Seed Chicken/Buttered Noodles/Creole  

Green  Beans/Jello Salad/Purple Stuff Bars 
 
 

A few peanut butter sandwiches are always available for picky 
eaters.  If you have special dietary needs, please donôt miss out on 
the fun just bring a sack lunch and join in the fellowship. 
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Our hope and our goal is to lovingly 

encourage the youth and little disciples in 

establishing , developing , and growing  their 

own personal relationship with God 

Almighty, through our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. This will not be possible 

without the help and suppo rt of the Holy 

Spirit, the parents, and church members. We 

are thankful to all who choose to ASSIST , 

SUPPORT , and PRAY  for the FPC youngsters 

and this ministry.  

 

***** Winter wonder *****  
 

Happy New Year!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
нлмм ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ȅŜŀǊΦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿŀs 
overwhelming last year! I say that, because when 
ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ DƻŘΩǎ 
grace is the instigator! From all the great things God 
has been doing at FPC, it seems like He has been 
working overtime! (Of course, God is outside of time. 
{ƻ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǾŜǊǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ 
understand what I mean. J)  
 
2011 as a whole was incredible, but let me just reflect 
on last month for the sake of time. We started off with 
an Adoration Parade followed by some incredible chili! 
The following Sunday, we were blessed with variety of 
music and worship during our annual Christmas 
Cantata. The youth and a dynamic group of adults 
helped prepare and serve breakfast for the 
congregation following the service. From there, 
Deacons went to serve (I am thankful for our deacons 
and all they do) by singing carols, while other went to 
SDC for a continuation of the Christmas festivities. 
ό²ƻǿΣ LΩƳ ǘƛǊŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎƛƴƎΗ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
pretty awesome.) Later that week, as a church, we 
were able to serve parents by giving them a night out. 
The evening went smooth and there were no 
ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΗ Lƴ άǿǊŀǇǇƛƴƎέ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
were able to celebrate their very own Christmas party. 
We all ate dinner at a Chinese Buffet and then went 
back to the youth building to do a dirty Santa gift 
exchange. Fun times!  
 

As I reflect, I realize that there are a lot of scenarios 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŀǘ Ct/Φ όDƻŘΩǎ 
grace) I also realize that not everything about 
December was terrific; deaths, sickness, hurt. Yet God, 
in some way, rained down his grace on those 
situations as well.  
 
At this time, I will have to brag on some of you for a 
moment. I know for a fact that we have some prayer 
warriors in our congregation, because after 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻŀŎƘΩǎ /ƻrner, God responded 
to your prayers and transformed our youth from being 
apathetic to missional. If you do not recall, last month 
I communicated that I noticed a sense of apathy from 
our youth (just going through the motions). However, 
this was not the case in December. They were serving 
machines! We fulfilled 8 service projects ranging from 
decorating, to raking, to detailing, to moving, to 
collecting trash. We helped with the Adoration 
Parade, we cook breakfast for the church, and helped 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƛƎht out. I only ask that you would 
continue to pray for our youth; pray for increased 
faith and increased action. 
 
Furthermore, I would like to acknowledge that I have 
been in touch with most of our high school graduates. 
From what I hear, they all seem to be surviving 
college! Please continue to lift them up as well. 
College tends to be the time when the spiritual battles 
are the fiercest!  
 
[ŀǎǘƭȅΣ L ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ .ȅ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƎǊŀŎŜ Ƴȅ ǿǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΦ !ƴŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ L ŘƛŘ ǿŜƭƭ 
in my first semester of seminary! I got a 3.5, but I still 
think my professors mixed up my grades with 
someone else JΦ όƻƴƭȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΗύ 
 

 

UP COMING EVENTS  

 

¶ FPC Youth Loaves and Fishes (Jan. 20) 
 

¶ FPC Youth Service Project (Jan 21st) 
 (You can still sign up for us to serve. Meg has  
 sign- up slips or talk to me.) 
 
God bless, 
 

Coach Mike 
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"Going Deeper - 
Membership 

Development Workshop" 
 

Friday & Saturday - Jan. 13 & 14 
 
This workshop is for those who want to become 
members, for those who are returning to active 
membership and for existing members who want 
to go deeper in their understanding of the 
meaning and practice of membership.   

 
Friday evening from  6:30 ï 8 pm & 

Saturday from 11:30am - 4pm (lunch included)  
 

Make plans now! Reservations needed for meals & 
materials.  Please contact Pastor Tom in the 

church office (334-3468 or email him at 
FPCPastorTom@aol.com. 

 
 
 
 

THE MITTEN TREE!  WOW!  Thank you for 

generously providing Christmas gifts and 
groceries for our Mitten Tree families.  Together 
we gifted and help feed 11 families (which include 
33 children).  Thanks again and may God bless 
you.   

Your Board of Deacons 
 
 
 

OPTIONS PREGNANCY CLINIC  

Our Mission of Focus for January  
 

Options Pregnancy Clinic thanks First Presbyterian 
Church for it's support in 2011.  We are excited about 
further pursuing our mission of encouraging and 
empowering individuals to make life affirming choices 
regarding pregnancy and sexual health in 2012.  We 
also share the Gospel of Jesus Christ and try to follow 
His ministry model.   

We are happy to have the opportunity to present 
more about our ministry in January as the January 
focus on mission is OPC. 
 
 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Robert Sindorf 337-5143 

  4 Christene Willcox  

  6 Kirk Sloan 239-3311 

  7 Carol Pratt 334-7941 

  9 Jim Hunt 335-3111 

 Mildred Kenyon 334-3877 

 Cameron Hunt 544-1177 

13 Dru Vaughan 231-2511 

14 Jade Sullivan 

15 Tom Willcox  

 Dora Meikle 337-2585 

 Betsy McQueen 335-3018 

16 Randy VanderLaan 337-7550 

19 Clay Cantwell 334-3689 

 Melissa Herschend 334-1429 

21 Smith Brookhart 334-3875 

22 Cassie VanderLaan  

27 Peggy Chastain 332-2309 

 Tisha Baker 334-2340 

 Joe Sullivan 335-8862 

30 Andrea Sparks 479-899-6315 

31 Ron VanderLaan (Sr) 339-4083 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who has 
made their appointments!   
Itôs not too late to sign up for 
pictures!  
Have family in town for the holiday?  
Take this opportunity for a group 
picture as you have your picture 
taken for the directory.  Each sitting 
will receive a FREE 8òx10ò portrait 
and a finished directory. 
Remaining photo dates are: 

Fri., Jan. 6 from 2 ï 9 p.m. 
Sat., Jan. 7 from 9:30 a.m. ï 4 p.m. 
 
Call the church office or click on the link on our 
homepage at fpcbranson.org to set/view or change 
your appointment.  Watch your email reminder for 
coupons worth $10! (or ask for one when you check-
in!) 

FEED THE NEED ï Bring a non-perishable food 
donation with you to your portrait sitting and get a 
coupon worth $5 toward any portrait order.



 
 

 



 

10 

 



 

Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

1 

 

8:00 a Discipleship Team 

9:00 a Sunday School 

10:30 a Worship  

2 

Church Office 

Closed! 

3 

6:00 p Evangelism 

Team 

6:00 p Ministry 

Team 

6:30 p BS District 

Meetings 

6:30 p PEO-Annex 

4  6a Men's Bible St 

8 a Pastors' Prayer 

4:30 p Choristers 

5:30 p Fship Din ner 

6:00 p "Half Time" -

John Calvin 

Ringers 

6:30 p "GOY" - 

Adult Study -West. 

Ringers-Single 

Mom's Ministry  

7:30 p Ch Choir 

5 

2:00 p - 9:00 p St 

Joseph 

Photographer 

Appts  

6:30 p Boy Scouts - 

Annex & 

FellowshipHall  

6 

2:00 p -

 9:00 p Photographer 

Appts  

5:30 p - 7:00 p  

Loaves & Fishes 

Mission Meal 

7 

9:30 a -

 5:00 p Photographer 

Appts  

 

 

6:00 p Prayer 

Gathering 

8 

9:00 a Sunday School 

10:30 a Worship  

12:00 p Youth Team 

12:30 p Little Disciples Team 

9 

4:00 p Fellowship 

Team 

6:30 p Boy Sct 

Troop 290 

6:30 p St. Joseph 

Women's Guild  

10 

10:00 a Financial 

Oversight  

4:30 p Mission 

Team 

5:00 p Worship 

Team 

5:30 p Cub Den #3 

6:30 p Boy Sct 

Leaders 

6:30 p Girl Scout 

Leaders 

116a Men's Bible St 

8 a Pastors' Prayer 

4:30 p Choristers 

5:30 p Fship Dinner  

6:00 p "Half Time" -

John Calvin 

Ringers 

6:30 p "GOY" - 

Adult Study -West. 

Ringers-Single 

Mom's Ministry  

7:30 p Ch Choir 

12 

1:00 p Presbyterian 

Women 

13 

5:30 p - 7:00 p  

Loaves & Fishes 

Mission Meal  

6:30 p -

 8:00 p "Going 

Deeper" 

Membership 

Development 

Worship  

14 

8:00 a - 5:00 p Caring 

People Training 

11:30 a -

 4:00 p "Going 

Deeper" 

Membership 

Development 

Workshop  

15 

9:00 a Sunday School 

10:30 a Worship  

11:30 a Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation 

16 

1:30 p -

 6:00 p Blood Drive  

6:30 p Boy Sct 

Troop 290 

17 18 6a Mens Bible St 

8 a Pastors' Prayer 

4:30 p Choristers 

5:30 p Fship Dinner  

6:00 p "Half Time" -

John Calvin 

Ringers 

6:30 p "GOY" - 

Adult Study -West. 

Ringers-Single 

Mom's Ministry  

7:30 p Ch Choir 

19 20 

5:30 p - 7:00 p  

Loaves & Fishes 

Mission Meal 

21 

22 

9:00 a Sunday School 

10:30 a Worship  

23 

6:30 p Boy Sct 

Troop 290 

24 

5:30 p Cub Den #3 
25 6a Mens Bible St 

8 a Pastors' Prayer 

12:00 p Newsletter 

Deadline 

4:30 p Choristers 

5:30 p Fship Dinner  

6:00 p "Half Time" -

John Calvin 

Ringers 

6:30 p "GOY" - 

Adult Study -West. 

Ringers-Single 

Mom's Ministry  

7:30 p Ch Choir 

26 27 

5:30 p - 7:00 p  

Loaves & Fishes 

Mission Meal 

28 

29 

9:00 a Sunday School 

10:30 a Worship  

30 

6:30 p Boy Sct 

Troop 290 

31 1 6 a Men's Bible St 

8 a Pastors' Prayer 

4:30 p Choristers 

5:30 p Fship Dinner  

6:00 p "Half Time" -

John Calvin 

Ringers 

6:30 p "GOY" - 

Adult Study -West. 

Ringers-Single 

Mom's Ministry  

7:30 p Ch Choir 

2 3 

5:30 p -

 7:00 p Loaves & 

Fishes Mission Meal 

4 
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First Presbyterian Church is a monthly publication of First Presbyterian Church of Branson, 420 West Main Street, Branson, Missouri.  The church office is open Monday through Friday, 8:30--4:30 p.m., (417)334-3468.  The 
church is located on Hwy 76, one block east of Highway 65.  Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.; Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.  All visitors are welcome.   The Reverend Thomas N. Willcox, Pastor; Michael L. Nabena, Youth Director;  
Frieda Sindorf, Discipleship Assistant; Meredith Mizell, Music Director; Stephanie Taylor, Chorister II, Director; Diane Barber, Chorister I, Directory; Meg Pyron, Administrative Assistant;  Margaret Erickson & Marcia 
Schemper-Carlock, Organists, Ruth Abbott and Nancy Bare, Pianists; Ron VanderLaan Jr. and Earl Vaughan, Sextons; Cindy Haydon, Preschool Director.  Website:  www.fpcbranson.org  Presbyterian Preschool Website:  
www.bransonpreschool.com 

First Presbyterian Church   
420 West Main St.  

Branson, MO 65616   
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